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In the Beginning . . . was Life!
Sanctity of Human Life Sunday
Prelude, Bells
OPENING HYMN – AGPS #53 vs 1-3 “A Time to Serve”
WELCOME
SHARING OF THE PEACE
INVOCATION
P: Remembering the new beginning God gives through the waters of
baptism, we begin our service in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
CONFESSION
P: We needed a new beginning. As the Psalmist reminds us, “Surely I have
been a sinner from birth,
C: sinful from the time my mother conceived me” (Psalm 51:5)
P: Therefore, “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the
truth is not in us” (1 John 1:8).
C: “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).
P: Let us then confess our sins in the words of David.
All: “Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your unfailing love;
according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions.
Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. For I know
my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. Against You,

You only, have I sinned and done what is evil in Your sight, so that
You are proved right when You speak and justified when You judge.
Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be
whiter than snow. Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a
steadfast spirit within me” (Psalm 51:1-4, 7, 10).
P: Lift up your hearts! God has had mercy upon you. He sent Jesus to take
your place from the very beginning. He, too, was conceived in a
womb—but without sin. He took your place on the cross and in a tomb.
His resurrection assures you of a new beginning! Therefore, as a called
and ordained servant of the Word, I forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen!
INTROIT
Psalm 8
P: Having received the forgiveness of sins, let us now enter with joy into the
presence of God. O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all
the earth!
C: You have set Your glory above the heavens.
P: From the lips of children and infants You have ordained praise because of
Your enemies,
C: To silence the foe and the avenger.
P: When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers,
C: The moon and the stars, which You have set in place,
P: What is man that You are mindful of him,
C: The son of man that You care for him?
P: You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings
C: And crowned him with glory and honor.
P: You made him ruler over the works of Your hands;
C: You put everything under his feet:
P: All flocks and herds,
C: And the beasts of the field,
P: The birds of the air,
C: And the fish of the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas.
P: O LORD, our Lord,
C: How majestic is Your name in all the earth!
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen

HYMN OF PRAISE “Thy Strong Word” vs. 1-2 (LSB 578)
Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; At thy speaking it was done.
For created light we thank thee, While thine ordered seasons run.
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!
Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, Dark as night and deep as death,
Broke the light of thy salvation, Breathed thine own life-giving breath.
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!
COLLECT
P: Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.
P: Let us pray to the Lord. Almighty God, in Whose hand is the beginning
of all life, grant to us, who have been given a new beginning in Jesus
Christ, the boldness to witness to the value You give to every human life
through Your creating and redeeming hands.
C: Amen!
OLD TESTAMENT – Isaiah 9:1-4 ESV
“But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former
time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of
Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea,
the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The people who
walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of
deep darkness, on them has light shone. You have multiplied the nation;
you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the
harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. For the yoke of his
burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have
broken as on the day of Midian.”
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
Epistle – 1 Corinthians 1:10-17 ESV
“I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all
of you agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be
united in the same mind and the same judgment. For it has been reported
to me by Chloe's people that there is quarreling among you, my brothers.
What I mean is that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow

Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” Is Christ divided?
Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? I
thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that
no one may say that you were baptized in my name. (I did baptize also
the household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I
baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send me to baptize but to
preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross
of Christ be emptied of its power.”
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
GOSPEL – Matthew 4:12-25 ESV
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 4th chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
“Now when he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into
Galilee. And leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the
sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what was spoken by
the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “The land of Zebulun and the land
of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the
Gentiles — the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and
for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, on them a light has
dawned.” From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he
saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother,
casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And he said to them,
“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Immediately they left
their nets and followed him. And going on from there he saw two other
brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with
Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called them.
Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. And he
went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and
every affliction among the people. So his fame spread throughout all
Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various
diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, epileptics, and
paralytics, and he healed them. And great crowds followed him from
Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from
beyond the Jordan.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Breathe My Name” (Tune: LBS #803)
(Text: Rev. Darryl L. Andrzejewski, 1997. Used by permission.)

God the Father, You have known me from creation of the earth,
Searched me, Lord, completely knowing of the moment of my birth,
Fashion’d me within my mother, with Your hands You knitted me,
Breathed into my life Your breath a living soul I came to be.
Dearest Jesus, You have known me on the cross of Calvary,
Searched my soul completely saving, breath’d your last in place of me,
Through the water and the Spirit washed away my life of sin,
Crucified together with You, Lord in me You breathe again.
Holy Spirit, You have known me all my days before they came,
Nowhere can I flee Your presence in the womb You knew my name,
By Your power, through Your working, You have breathed my name again
That through faith it shall be written in the book of life, in heav’n.
SERMON
IGLLS CHOIR – Lutheran Schools Week
APOSTLES’ CREED (inside back cover of your hymnal)
OFFERING (sing the hymn during the offering)
OFFERING HYMN – AGPS #53 vs 4-6 “A Time to Serve”
PRAYERS
P: Almighty Father, we praise You as the Creator of all things. We thank
You for our creation in our mothers’ wombs. We thank you for the new
creation we have in Your Son Jesus Christ. Help us to see the value
these “beginnings” give to human life. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
P: Help us be good stewards of your creation by valuing, caring for, and
protecting the world that Your hands have made and given to us. Help
us be good stewards of life by valuing, caring for, and protecting this gift
from Your hands. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
P: Restore to our nation a sense of the inherent dignity and value of human
life. Bring an end to all practices that devalue human life. Restore to
Your Church a sense of urgency to shine in the darkness and proclaim
the inherent dignity and value that Your creating and redeeming hands
give to life. Bring an end to indifference and grant boldness to Your
people. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.

P: Be with those in difficult life circumstances. Help them trust that there is
no circumstance that can separate from Your love those You have
created and redeemed. Be with those who have made wrong decisions
about life and give them a new beginning through forgiveness in Jesus
Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
P: Bless the work of Lutherans For Life and Lutheran Family Services.
Continue to give them the resources they need to promote the value that
You give to human life and to equip us to do the same. Lord, in Your
mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
P: We now bring our special joys and needs before You. (Special
intercessions may be offered here.) All of these things we pray in the name
of Jesus who has taught us to pray,
C: Our Father who art in heaven . . .
BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face to shine upon
you and be gracious to you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you
and give you peace.
C: Amen!
CLOSING HYMN – LSB #842 vs 1-2 “Son of God Eternal Savior”
Announcements and Postlude

 

VISITORS AND MEMBERS

 

Sometime during the service we ask that everyone fill out one of the
cards found in the pew racks so that we might have a record of your
worship with us today. For our visitors we ask that you please sign our
Guest Register on the table next to the front door as you leave. We are
pleased to have you join us this morning as we praise our great God,
and encourage you to visit us again when possible.
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