First English Lutheran Church
18th

1311 East
Street
Spencer, Iowa 51301
8:00 am Communion Service
Paul E. Kaldahl, Pastor
5th Sunday of Easter
Bonnie Kabrick, DCE
May 2, 2021
Kristin Kaldahl, Organist
Phone: 262-5598

Prelude and Ringing of the Bells
Hymn – LSB # 940 vs. 1-2 “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”
Welcome
Invocation
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: God’s Holy Word says that Jesus said to His disciples, “if
anyone wants to come with Me, he must forget himself, carry his
cross and follow Me.”
C: Jesus, we want to follow You. Teach us to turn our backs
on our own desires and wants.
P: Jesus said, “Let him forget himself, take up his cross, and follow
Me.”
C: Jesus, give us the mind and heart and will to follow You
faithfully.
(A time of silence for private confession)

The Confession of Sins and Absolution
P: Lord, Jesus Christ,
ALL: I confess to You, that there are many times that I do not
like the choices You put before me. Forgetting self,
carrying a cross, and following You are not always
appealing to me. I have too often chosen a lifestyle that
does not bear witness to You or bring glory to Your name.
Because of my sinful nature, I have been an obstacle in
Your way. Because of Your death and resurrection on my
behalf, I ask that You forgive me and everything that I have
thought, said, and done that prevented me from truly
following after You, and which made me a stumbling block
to others.

Pardon and Forgiveness
P: As a called and ordained servant of God’s Word and by His
command and standing in His place, I forgive you all your sin, in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Psalm 150
P: Praise the LORD! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his
mighty heavens!
C: Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to
his excellent greatness!
P: Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp!
C: Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him
with strings and pipe!
P: Praise him with sounding cymbals; praise him with loud
clashing cymbals!
C: Let everything that has breath praise the LORD! Praise
the LORD!

First Lesson – Acts 8:26-40 Now an angel of the Lord said to
Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27 And he rose
and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official
of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all
her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was
returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet
Isaiah. 29 And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this
chariot.” 30 So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the
prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?”
31
And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he
invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage of
the Scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was
led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, so
he opens not his mouth. 33 In his humiliation, justice was denied
him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away
from the earth.” 34 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom,
I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about
someone else?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning
with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 36 And
as they were going along the road they came to some water, and
the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from

being baptized?” 38 And he commanded the chariot to stop, and
they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and
he baptized him. 39 And when they came up out of the water, the
Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no
more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself
at Azotus, and as he passed through, he preached the gospel to
all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Second Lesson –

1 John 4:1-21 1Beloved, do not believe every
spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for
many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2By this you
know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus
Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3and every spirit that
does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the
antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world
already. 4Little children, you are from God and have overcome
them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.
5
They are from the world; therefore, they speak from the world,
and the world listens to them. 6We are from God. Whoever
knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not
listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of
error.
7
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and
whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone
who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9In
this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God
sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through
him. 10In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he
loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
11

Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one
another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another,
God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.13By this we
know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given
us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and testify that the Father
has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15Whoever
confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and
he in God. 16So we have come to know and to believe the love
that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love
abides in God, and God abides in him. 17By this is love

perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the Day
of Judgment, because as he is, so also are we in this world.
18
There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For
fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been
perfected in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20If
anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for
he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot
love God whom he has not seen. 21And this commandment we
have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
(please rise)

Holy Gospel - John 15:1-8

“I am the true vine, and my Father is
the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he
takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes,
that it may bear more fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of
the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you.
As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the
vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine;
you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it
is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.
6
If anyone does not abide in me, he is thrown away like a
branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into
the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in
you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this
my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to
be my disciples.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Hymn – LSB # 750 “If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee”
Sermon
Nicene Creed
Offering
Offertory Hymn – LSB #956
Prayer

“Create In Me”

Lord’s Prayer

(See inside back cover of hymnal)

LITURGY OF HOLY COMMUNION
P: The cup of blessing, which we bless, is it not the Communion of
the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the
Communion of the body of Christ?
C: For we, being many, are one bread and one body; for we
are all partakers of that one bread.
P: When we eat of this bread and drink of this cup, we share in the
suffering and death of Christ. In our participation we proclaim
His victory over sin, death, and the grave until He comes again
in glory!
C: Reveal Yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of this bread
and taking of the wine, for this is where scripture tells us
we can find You. Your body and blood is located here for
the forgiveness of our sin.

The Consecration
(sung to the tune “Just As I Am” – LSB #570)

C: The night Lord Jesus was betrayed.
He took the bread, and when He’d prayed,
He broke and gave them of the bread
And unto His disciples said:
(Pastor says the Words of Institution for the bread)
C: Then when the sacred meal was o’er;
Our blessed Savior spoke once more.
He offered thanks and lifted up,
To give to all, the blessed cup.
(Pastor says the Words of Institution for the wine)

Agnus Dei: (Lamb of God)

tune: “Just As I Am”

C: O Lamb of God, You take away,
The sin of all; now hear us pray,
And grant us from our sin release:
Have mercy on us! Grant us peace!

Distribution of Holy Communion
Hymns
LSB # 550 “Lamb of God”
LSB # 617 “O Lord, We Praise Thee”
LSB # 637 “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”
LBS # 774 “Feed Thy Children, God Most Holy”

THANKSGIVING:

tune: “Just As I Am”

C: Oh, thank the Lord, Whose goodness sure
And steadfast love fore’er endure!
Our eyes have seen, Our ears have heard,
And we have tasted of His Word.

THE BENEDICTION
P: Go out now, into the world in which you live and work,
determined to carry out and glory in the cross of Jesus Christ.
As you go in the knowledge that you do the will of the One Who
sends you; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, will sustain
you and bless you, now and forever.
C: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN – LSB # 493 “A Hymn of Glory, Let Us Sing”
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND POSTLUDE

 



HOLY COMMUNION

 



We ask our visitors to note that our Lutheran understanding of Holy
Communion is different than that of most other churches. We have
always believed that Christ's body and blood are present, in a very
real way, in, with, and under the bread and wine ("This is my body . .
. This is my blood." Matt. 26:26,28). We also believe that this eating
and drinking of Christ’s body and blood forgives our sins and
strengthens our faith.
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By communing together, we become united, not only in saving faith,
but also in belief regarding the scriptural teachings of the Lord's
Supper. Expressions of unity we feel should be honest. We love and
respect other Christians who believe differently, and welcome all to
worship with us. Because of our understanding of communion
fellowship, we invite only members of First English Lutheran
Church and those who are members of the Lutheran Church
Missouri synod (LCMS) to commune here.
If you are a member of the LCMS, please follow the four steps of
preparation for Holy Communion, which are printed out on the white
cards found in the rack on the pew in front of you. When you attend
Holy Communion, please register by filling out one of the white cards
and pass them to the inner aisle during the offering so that the ushers
can collect it.
For those who prefer, the cup in the center of the communion tray is
grape juice with a drop of wine. If you do not feel secure taking the
individual cup from the tray, please hold out your hand to indicate
your concern and the cup will be handed to you. Small children are
invited to accompany their parents if they desire to receive a blessing
from the Pastor.

 

VISITORS AND MEMBERS

 

Sometime during the service, we ask that everyone fill out one of the
cards found in the pew racks so that we might have a record of your
worship with us today. For our visitors we ask that you please sign
our Guest Register on the table next to the front door as you leave.
We are pleased to have you join us this morning as we praise our
great God and encourage you to visit us again when possible.
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