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AS WE GATHER
Celebrating Christmas Eve is even more recent than celebrating Christmas.
It began as a vigil in preparation for the Christmas Day service. It is helpful to
see Christmas Eve as that which ushers in the holy day and holy season of
our Lord's birth. The dark night of sin has been shattered with the birth of the
Light of the world. Christmas is not over when this service ends. Too many
Christmas celebrations end when the gifts are opened and the holiday meal
is over. Remember, Christmas is the beginning of Jesus’ story - not the end.
Christmas leads to Epiphany and to Lent and to Easter and to Pentecost.
And the wonder is that it all began with a baby's cry. God has come to earth
in our human flesh and blood. He has come to bring us salvation. He has
come to give us life. That is what Christmas begins - the story of God's
saving grace in His Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

PRESERVICE MUSIC
RINGING OF THE BELLS
HYMN – LSB #380 “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”
WELCOME
SERVICE OF LIGHT
[The isle candles will be lit as the Christ candle passes by. Please pass the
light to the person sitting next to you. To prevent wax from dripping we ask
that the unlit candle be tipped toward the lit one.]
(From the back of the church)

P: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
C: the Light no darkness can overcome.
(From the middle of the church)

P: Stay with us, Lord, for it is night,
C: and the day is over.
(From the front pew of the church)

P: Let Your light scatter the darkness,
C: and illumine Your Church.

P: Joyous light of glory: The Light of the holy, blessed Jesus Christ.
We have come to the setting of the sun, and we look to the
evening light. We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;
C: You are worthy of being praised with pure voices forever.
WOMEN: O SON OF GOD,
Men: Wonderful Counselor,
WOMEN: ALMIGHTY GOD,
Men: Prince of Peace,
WOMEN: KING OF KINGS,
Men: Lord of lords,
WOMEN: CREATOR
Men: Redeemer
WOMEN: GIVER OF LIFE,
C: The universe proclaims Your glory.

HYMN – AGPS #145 “Jesus, Name Above All Names”
PRAYER OF LIGHT
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P: Blessed are You, O Lord, our God, King of the universe, who led
Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by
night. Enlighten our darkness by the Light of Your Christ; may His
Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are
merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your
creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
P: O God, because You once caused this holy night to shine with the
brightness of the true Light, grant that we who have known the
mystery of that Light here on earth may come to the full measure
of its joys in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
C: Amen

[Please extinguish your candles and be seated. Care should be given to leave the unlit
candles upright until the wax has cooled and hardened to prevent wax from spilling.]

SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS
FIRST LESSON – Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
(The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.)
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living
in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. For to us a child is
born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace
there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his
kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will
accomplish this.

HYMN – LSB #412 vs. 1, 3-4 “The People That in Darkness”
SECOND LESSON – Micah 5:2-4
(Bethlehem is singled out for glory as the birthplace of the promised Messiah.)
"But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans
of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel,
whose are from of old, from ancient times." Therefore Israel will be
abandoned until the time when she who is in labor gives birth and the
rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. He will stand and
shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the
name of the LORD his God. And they will live securely, for then his
greatness will reach to the ends of the earth.

HYMN – LSB #361 vs. 1, 4 “O Little Town of Bethlehem“
THIRD LESSON – Isaiah 62:10-12
(Behold! Your salvation comes! Receive Him
who comes in the Name of the Lord.)
Pass through, pass through the gates! Prepare the way for the people.
Build up, build up the highway! Remove the stones. Raise a banner for
the nations. The LORD has made proclamation to the ends of the earth:
"Say to the Daughter of Zion, `See, your Savior comes! See, his reward
is with him, and his recompense accompanies him.'" They will be called
the Holy People, the Redeemed of the LORD; and you will be called
Sought After, the City No Longer Deserted.

HYMN – LSB #387 vs. 1, 3 “Joy to the World”

FOURTH LESSON – Luke 1:26-35, 38
(The Angel Gabriel brings surprising news to a virgin named Mary.)
In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in
Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a
descendant of David. The virgin's name was Mary. The angel went to
her and said, "Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with
you." Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of
greeting this might be. But the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary,
you have found favor with God. You will be with child and give birth to a
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great and will
be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the
throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob
forever; his kingdom will never end." "How will this be," Mary asked the
angel, "since I am a virgin?" The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So
the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. "I am the Lord's
servant," Mary answered. "May it be to me as you have said." Then the
angel left her.

HYMN – LSB #383 vs. 1-2 “A Great and Mighty Wonder”
FIFTH LESSON – Matthew 1:16-18
(The generations produce the most important offspring of all--- Jesus Christ.)
Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom was born
Jesus, who is called Christ. Thus there were fourteen generations in all
from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the exile to Babylon, and
fourteen from the exile to the Christ. This is how the birth of Jesus Christ
came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but
before they came together, she was found to be with child through the
Holy Spirit.

HYMN – LSB #370 “What Child is This”
HOLY GOSPEL – Luke 2:1-13
(The virgin bears, the angels sing, the shepherds hear, and the manger
holds the miracle of Jesus' birth.)
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be
taken of the entire Roman world. And everyone went to his own town to
register. So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the
house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was
pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they
were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to
her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a
manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. And there were

shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks
at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them,
"Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all
the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you;
he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." Suddenly a great company of
the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,

HYMN – LSB #368 “Angels We Have Heard on High”
HOLY GOSPEL – Luke 2:14-20
(Glory! Glory! Glory to God in the highest!)
"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his
favor rests." When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing
that has happened, which the Lord has told us about." So they hurried
off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the
manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning
what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all
these things and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen,
which were just as they had been told.

HYMN – LSB #379 vs. 1-2 “Oh Come, All Ye Faithful”
SERMON
OFFERING (the hymn will be sung during the offering)
OFFERING HYMN – LSB #366 “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”
PRAYERS
P: Christ is born and the whole world has seen the salvation of our
God.
C: Come, let us worship and adore Him. Come, let us kneel in
prayer before Him.
P: That the dark night of sin and death may be fully overcome by the
light and life of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C: We pray You, Lord, hear our prayer and grant our
supplication.
P: That the nations may keep silent before the miracle of God in
human flesh and blood and that all people might embrace Him
with faith and trust.

C: We pray You, Lord, hear our prayer and grant our
supplication.
P: That the good news of this night may result in new lives of
faithfulness and witness among all God's people.
C: We pray You, Lord, hear our prayer and grant our
supplication.
P: That any who struggle with illness, sorrow, pain or suffering may
find healing and hope in Christ. We pray for those who mourn,
especially . . . We pray for the sick, especially . . . As the Great
Physician of both bod and soul, we pray that you would attend to
their needs and restore them according to your good pleasure.
C: We pray You, Lord, hear our prayer and grant our
supplication.
P: That those who celebrate the miracle of this night may celebrate
every week with God's people gathered around the Word and
Table of the Lord.
C: We pray You, Lord, hear our prayer and grant our
supplication.
P: That everywhere and every place the world may hear the good
news of great joy, which is born in the Savior who is Christ the
Lord.
C: We pray You, Lord, hear our prayer and grant our
supplication.
P: That we may bring forth only the best to the Lord; our voices lifted
in song, our lives lifted in witness and service, and our tithes and
offerings lifted in gratitude and thanksgiving.
C: We pray You, Lord, hear our prayer and accept our praise and
the gifts we bring before You.
P: That we may confess our sins to the Lord and embrace with faith
the forgiveness which is ours in Christ.
C: We pray You, Lord, forgive our sins for Jesus' sake and help
us amend our sinful lives by the gift of Your Holy Spirit.
P: For shepherds who worshiped, angels who sang, and for all those
who have heard the call of life and hope in Christ and responded
by faith let us offer our thanks and praise.
C: Glory to God in the highest and peace to His people on earth.
We give you thanks for the love which has taken flesh in Your
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen

P: The peace of the Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

THE LORD'S SUPPER
THE EXHORTATION
P: Dearly beloved, since it is our intention to come to the Holy Supper
of our Lord Jesus Christ, it is proper that we diligently examine
ourselves as St. Paul tells us to do. This Holy Sacrament has
been instituted for the special comfort and strengthening of those
who humbly confess their sins and hunger and thirst for
righteousness.
C: But as we thus examine ourselves, we find nothing in us but
sin and death, from which we cannot set ourselves free.
P: That is why our Lord Jesus Christ has had mercy on us and has
taken on Himself our nature;
C: that He might fulfill for us the whole law of God and for our
deliverance suffer death and all that we by our sins have
deserved.
P: That we might all the more confidently believe this and be
strengthened by our faith, Christ has instituted the Holy
Sacrament of His Supper, in which He feeds us with His body and
gives us to drink of His blood.
C: Therefore, whoever eats of this bread and drinks of this cup,
firmly believing the words of Christ, dwells in Christ, and
Christ in him, and has eternal life.
P: We should do this also in remembrance of Him, showing His
death,
C: That He was delivered for our offenses and raised again for
our justification,
P: Giving Him our most heartfelt thanks, we take up our cross and
follow Him, according to His commandment to love one another as
He has loved us.
C: For we are all one body, even as we all eat of His Body and
drink of His Blood.
P: Let us humble ourselves before God, confess our sins to Him, and
implore His forgiveness.

ALL: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable
sinner, confess to you all my sins and iniquities with which I
have ever offended you and justly deserved your punishment
now and forever. But, I am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings
and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
to me, a poor sinful being. Forgive me all my sins and grant
me the power of Your Holy Spirit that I may amend my sinful
life.
P: God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith and confidence
in Him.
C: Amen.
P: I stand before you as God's ambassador and by the command of
our Lord Jesus Christ announce that all your sins are forgiven in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

COMMUNION COLLECT
P: O Father, in darkness You once brought forth the miracle of
creation and established the light to rule over the day. When sin
and death enshrouded the world with darkness, You sent forth
Your promise to a people, through the prophets, for the world.
Now You have sent again the light which rules over the darkness
in the birth of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Recalling how He
came and was born to fulfill Your saving will, we come together in
His name on this night to praise Him as Lord and to receive the
blessings He has promised in His own testament. Hear us as we
pray in His name and as He has taught us. . .

THE LORD’S PRAYER
CONSECRATION OF BREAD AND WINE
DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
LSB #365 “Away in a Manger"
LSB #388 “Go Tell It On the Mountain"
AGPS #116 “He is Born, the Child Divine”
AGPS #99 “Glory Be to God on High”
LSB #376 “Once in Royal David’s City”

PRAYER

Men: Let the heavens rejoice,

P: As once this night shone with the brightness of the One True Light,
help us to shine with the brightness of His Light. Grant us Your
Holy Spirit that we may reflect His saving glory to those around us.
C: Glory to God in the highest and peace to His people on earth.
Amen

WOMEN: LET THE EARTH BE GLAD;

P: One is holy, one is Lord, Jesus Christ, to the glory of God the
Father. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

CANDLELIGHTING
(The isle candles will be lit as the ushers pass by. Please pass the flame to
the person sitting next to you. To prevent wax from dripping please tip your
unlit candle toward the lit one.]

PSALM 96
(From the first pew)

P: Unto us a child is born and unto us a Son is given.
Men: Let the heavens rejoice,
WOMEN: LET THE EARTH BE GLAD;

(A few pews ahead)

P: Unto us a child is born and unto us a Son is given.
Men: Let the sea resound and all that is in it;
WOMEN: LET THE FIELDS BE JUBILANT AND EVERYTHING IN
THEM.
C: Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy; they will sing
before the Lord, for He comes, He comes to judge the earth.
(A few pews ahead)

P: He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples in His
truth.
C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen
Men: Let the heavens rejoice,
WOMEN: LET THE EARTH BE GLAD;
C: Unto us a child is born and unto us a Son is given.
(From the back of the church)

(A few pews ahead)

P: Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord all the earth. Sing to
the Lord, praise His name; proclaim His salvation day after day.
Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous deeds among
all peoples.
C: For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; He is to be
feared above all gods. For all the gods of the nations are
idols, but the Lord made the heavens.

BENEDICTION
P: The Almighty and merciful God, the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit bless you now and forever.
C: Amen. Glory to God in the highest and peace to His people
on earth!

HYMN – LSB #363 “Silent Night”

WOMEN: SPLENDOR AND MAJESTY ARE BEFORE HIM;
Men: Strength and glory are in His sanctuary.
C: Ascribe to the Lord, O families of nations, ascribe to the Lord
glory and strength. Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His
name; bring an offering and come into His courts.
(A few pews ahead)

P: Worship the Lord in the splendor of His holiness; tremble before
Him, all the earth. Say among the nations, "The Lord reigns." The
world is firmly established, it cannot be moved; He will judge the
peoples with equity.

(After the hymn please extinguish your candles
and keep the wax from spilling until dry.)

POSTLUDE

 

VISITORS and MEMBERS





Sometime during the service we ask that everyone fill out one of the cards
found in the pew racks so that we might have a record of your worship with us
today. For our visitors we ask that you please sign our Guest Register on the
table next to the front door as you leave. We are pleased to have you join us
this morning as we praise our great God, and encourage you to visit us again
when possible.

 



HOLY COMMUNION







We ask our visitors to note that our Lutheran understanding of Holy
Communion is different from that of most other churches. We have always
believed that Christ's body and blood are present, in a very real way, in, with,
and under the bread and wine. ("This is my body . . . This is my blood." Matt.
26:26,28) We also believe that this eating and drinking of Christ’s body and
blood forgives our sins and the strengthens our faith.
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When we commune together, God unites us, not only in saving faith, but also
in belief regarding the scriptural teachings of the Lord's Supper. Expressions
of unity we feel should be honest. We love and respect other Christians who
believe differently, and welcome all to worship with us. Because of our
understanding of communion fellowship, we invite only members of First
English Lutheran church and those who are members of the Lutheran
Church Missouri synod (LCMS) to commune here.
If you are a member of the LCMS, please follow the four steps of preparation
for Holy Communion, which we have printed out for you on the white cards
found in the rack on the pew in front of you. When you attend Holy
Communion, please register by filling out one of the white cards and pass them
to the inner aisle during the offering so that the ushers can collect it.
For those who prefer, the cup in the center of the communion tray is grape
juice with a drop of wine. If you do not feel secure taking the individual cup
from the tray, please hold out your hand to indicate your concern and the cup
will be handed to you. We invite small children to accompany their parents if
they desire to receive a blessing from the Pastor.
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