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Prelude, Bells
OPENING HYMN – LSB #861 “Christ be My Leader”
WELCOME AND SHARING OF THE PEACE
THE INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P: Friends in Christ, let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, our
Father, asking Him in the name of our Lord to grant us forgiveness.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. In Your great love for us, forgive
us our sin. Give us power to delight in Your will and to live according to Your
desires. We ask this in the name of Jesus through whom we are Your people.
Amen.
P: Upon this your confession, I, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce
the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.

PSALM 34
P:
C:
P:
C:

I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
My soul makes its boast in the Lord; let the humble hear and be glad.
Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together!
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in
him!
P: Come, O children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord.
C: Keep your tongue from evil and your lips from speaking deceit.

P: Turn away from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.
C: The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous and his ears toward their cry.
ALL: GLORY BE TO THE FATHER, AND TO THE SON, AND TO THE HOLY SPIRIT; AS
IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING, IS NOW, AND WILL BE FOREVER. AMEN.

THE COLLECT
P: We thank You, Heavenly Father for all that You have done and continue to do for us.
Especially do we thank You that You have provided for us our everlasting salvation and
eternal life through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Empower us by Your Spirit to tell of Your
great works to one another. Bless all of our Sunday School teachers and their teachers,
so that through them and the Word which they share, the people in our church and
community may grow in their relationship with You and with one another. We pray this
in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior.
C: Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT – Genesis 18:1-15 ESV
Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity. … 18 I hated all my
toil in which I toil under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to the man who will come after
me, 19 and who knows whether he will be wise or a fool? Yet he will be master of all for
which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 20 So I turned
about and gave my heart up to despair over all the toil of my labors under the sun,
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because sometimes a person who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill
must leave everything to be enjoyed by someone who did not toil for it. This also is
vanity and a great evil. 22 What has a man from all the toil and striving of heart with which
he toils beneath the sun? 23 For all his days are full of sorrow, and his work is a vexation.
Even in the night his heart does not rest. This also is vanity. 24 There is nothing better for
a person than that he should eat and drink and find enjoyment in his toil. This also, I
saw, is from the hand of God, 25 for apart from him who can eat or who can have
enjoyment? 26 For to the one who pleases him God has given wisdom and knowledge
and joy, but to the sinner he has given the business of gathering and collecting, only to
give to one who pleases God. This also is vanity and a striving after wind.

EPISTLE – Colossians 3:1-11 ESV
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things
that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When
Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 5 Put to death
therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and
covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 On account of these the wrath of God is coming. 7 In
these you too once walked, when you were living in them. 8 But now you must put them
all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to
one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices 10 and have put on

the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. 11 Here
there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave,
free; but Christ is all, and in all.

GOSPEL – Luke 12:13-21 ESV
Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with
me.” 14 But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 And
he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life
does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 16 And he told them a parable,
saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself, ‘What
shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear
down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.
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And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax,
eat, drink, be merry.”’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of
you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up
treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.”

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
HYMN – LSB #862 “O Blest the House”
SERMON
THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING (Hymn will be sung during the offering)
OFFERING HYMN (LSB #740 “I Am Jesus Little Lamb”)
I am Jesus’ little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am;
For my Shepherd gently guides me,
Knows my need and well provides me,
Loves me ev’ry day the same, Even calls me by my name
Day by day at home, away, Jesus is my staff and stay.
When I hunger, Jesus feeds me,
Into pleasant pastures leads me;
When I thirst, he bids me go Where the quiet waters flow.

Who so happy as I am, Even now the Shepherd’s lamb?
And when my short life is ended,
By this angel host attended,
He shall fold me to his breast, There within his arms to rest.

THE PLACING OF FELC CHURCH TEACHING STAFF
(All our teachers may come before the altar)
P: Friends in Christ. Guided by the Spirit of God, we, the people of God in this place, have
chosen you to lead the children, youth, and adults of this congregation in their study of
the Scriptures for their mutual edification and their preparation for service in our church
and in the world. We have place upon you a high honor and an awesome responsibility.
We pledge to you our full support and our sincere prayers as you undertake this noble
service. May God be with you in your private devotions, your personal study of the
Word, and your growth in understanding and skills through meetings with your fellow
teachers. May the Spirit bless in full measure your service among us.

INSTALLATION OF FELC TEACHERS
P: The almighty and most merciful God, our heavenly Father, enlighten and strengthen you
in your office that through you and your guidance the people of God may grow in their
faith and life, and that many of those who do not know God may be drawn by the Spirit
into His fellowship.
(All workers may return to their places.)

REDEDICATION OF IGLLS TEACHERS
(All our commissioned teachers and other IGLLS teachers may come to
the altar rail)
P: Dear (brothers) and sisters in Christ, you have been called by God and this congregation
of First English Lutheran Church to serve as parochial schoolteacher for Iowa Great
Lakes Lutheran School and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. It is a great work to
which our heavenly Father as called you with great joy. This office of ministry has been
established in love by the Church to support the office of the Holy Ministry and to assist
in strengthening Christian fathers and mothers in their God-given responsibility to bring
up their children in the nurture and instruction of the Lord.
You have prepared yourselves approved by God by prayer and study of God’s Word to
be an example to God’s flock as you declare yourselves ready to undertake this sacred
responsibility and public trust of teaching and training children in the faith.
Hear the Word of God:
Colossians 3:15-17, “And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed
you were called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and

hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever
you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
to God the Father through him.”
Beloved in the Lord, You are to assist the pastor(s) of this congregation — the
minister(s) of Word and Sacrament — in the instruction of God’s people according to His
holy Word. You are to prepare yourselves daily for this work by your individual and
corporate study of the Word of God and the faith drawn from it as it has been delivered
to us in the Small Catechism.
While wholeness of life and obedience to Christ are expected of all members of the
congregation, it is especially important that you show yourselves approved through your
faithful devotion to God and His Church.
So, in the presence of God and this congregation, I therefore ask you: Do you accept the
position of parochial school teacher that has been entrusted to you — and do you
promise to faithfully carry out your duties at Iowa Great Lakes Lutheran School in
accordance to the faith of the Evangelical Lutheran Church? If so, answer: I do.
(Pastor address the congregation)
P: May the congregation please rise. Beloved in the Lord, you have heard the promises of
the faithfulness spoken by these professional schoolteachers. Do you promise to
support their ministry? Do you promise to support their work by remembering them in
your prayers — by working joyfully with them — and by helping them be the best they
can be according to the gifts God has given you. Do you promise to uplift and
encourage them so that do not grow weary in their tasks. If so, then answer: We do.
C: We do.
P: So, I now ask the teachers to rededicate themselves to their calling as you embark on
the tasks of this new school year, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: The almighty and most merciful God enlighten your understanding and strengthen you in
service that you may be good and faithful teachers and leaders to the glory of God’s
most holy name.
C: Amen.
P: Let us pray. O Lord, grant to these your people the gift of wisdom and discretion,
kindness and tenderness — so that they may effectively teach and guide the children to
whom they have been given to train. Grant them a willingness to learn. And, let the
knowledge of Your Word be preserved and extended among us so that all may know
You and praise Your name — now and for all eternity; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
P: So go now in the name of the Lord. Be steadfast, immovable — always abounding in the
work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. The almighty and
most merciful God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit bless and preserve you.
C: Amen.
(IGLLS teachers may return to their places.)

THE PRAYERS
P: Children are precious gifts of God entrusted to our care. Those of us who are parents
have been given the primary responsibility to bring up our children in the nurture and
disciple of the Lord. We pledge our sup-port to the parents of this congregation as we
pray:
Lord God, you have given us the responsibility for the Christian education of our
children. Give us a rich measure of your Spirit that we may nurture them in your Word,
and equip them to live as your people in this world. For this purpose, help us as parents
to continue in your Word, to teach it diligently to our family, and to work together with our
fellow believers in nurturing all the people of this congregation. We ask this in Jesus’
name.
C: Amen.
P: All of us — young and old — are encouraged by Jesus Himself to continue to grow in the
Word throughout our lives. For that purpose, we offer study groups for people of all
ages. We ask God to bless us all as we gather together for growth in God’s grace
through our study and discussion of his Word to us.
Heavenly Father, we thank You that through your Word You continue to reveal to us
Your will and lead us into all truth. Give us a stronger desire to grow in Your Word within
the fellowship of all believers. Bless all of the study groups within this congregation so
that they may enable us all to grow in our faith and life, and to reach out to those who
may not know You now. We ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior.
C: Amen.
P: We pray also for those among us who are in need of your comfort and aid. Restore to
health all who are sick, or shut-in, or hospitalized; especially... Grant them strength by
the promises of your Word, uplift the oppressed, lonely, and despairing among us.
C: Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE BENEDICTION

CLOSING HYMN (LSB #864 “Shepherd of Tender Youth”)

First English Lutheran Church

Shepherd of tender youth, Guiding in love and truth
Through devious ways; Christ our triumphant king,
We come your name to sing,
And here our children bring To join your praise.
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You are our holy Lord, O all subduing Word,
Healer of strife. Yourself you did abase;
That from sin’s deep disgrace
You so might save our race And give us life.
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You are the great high priest; You have prepared the feast
Of holy love; And in our mortal pain
None calls on you in vain;
Our plea do not disdain; Help from above.
Oh, ever be our guide, Our shepherd, and our pride,
Our staff and song, Jesus O Christ of God,
By your enduring Word
Lead us where you have trod Make our faith strong

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND POSTLUDE

 

VISITORS and MEMBERS

 

Sometime during the service we ask that everyone fill out one of the cards found in the pew racks so
that we might have a record of your worship with us today. For our visitors we ask that you please sign
our Guest Register on the table next to the front door as you leave. We are pleased to have you join
us this morning as we praise our great God, and encourage you to visit us again when possible.
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